Lifelong learning and the maintenance of certification.
Lifelong learning is critical to radiology and the method by which, as professionals, we have kept up to date on new knowledge and developments. The American Board of Medical Specialists and the American Board of Radiology, along with other professional societies such as the Council of Medical Specialty Societies and the ACR, identified a need and an opportunity to serve the public and our profession through the Maintenance of Certification (MOC) initiative. These issues of lifelong learning, public concern, and MOC-and their interrelationship-are discussed. Lifelong learning is defined as a continuation of medical education with an ongoing process of professional development along with self-assessment, which enables physicians to maintain the requisite knowledge, skills, and professional standards. Continuing professional development can be grouped into three categories: formal, nonformal, and informal learning. Examples from the author's career illustrate key points. Future technologies and scientific discoveries affect radiology and make the commitment to lifelong learning even more critical. The challenge will be the maintenance of specialty certification and its components and competencies, along with the attainment of knowledge and the skills necessary in our unique practices for quality patient care in the evolving health care environment. These are important challenges to our boards, professional societies, specialty societies, institutions, and practicing community. It is critical to participate actively in these organizations and processes to continue development of the MOC initiative, because it is beneficial to patients, applicable to practicing physicians, and credible to public interests.